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How to use this pack:   

 
1. This pack is intended for Year 5 and Year 6 learners and focuses on the theme PLACES.  

  
2. We recommend that learners start with the Listening and Reading Tasks first to prepare them 

for the Speaking and Writing Tasks.  Suggestion: Do a speaking task and a writing task closer to 
the end of the week and encourage learners to use the vocabulary they learned in the reading 
and listening tasks. Also, encourage learners to use the writing frames included in the pack.   You 
might wish to follow the guidelines below:  

 
  Skill  Task  Pages  

Monday  
Tuesday  

Wednesday  

Thursday  
 

Friday  

Listening  Mahatma Gandhi    3-7  
Reading  Roald Dahl  

What do you want to be when you 
grow up?  

8-15  

Speaking  Interview  
Compare and Contrast  
Discussion  

16-18  

Writing  Message to thank someone  
Biography  

19-23  

Literature  Drama: The Assistant  24-28 
  

3. The Literature Task can be done on any day throughout the week. It is not only meant to promote 
reading but it also helps expand language awareness and structure, and encourages different 
levels of interpretation and connection with oneself, the world and other texts. The aim is to 
enjoy reading literary texts.   
  

4. The Follow Up Activities section includes activities that can be used as reinforcement activities 
to solidify the learners’ understanding of new topics, These activities may serve as extensions 
or may simply provide an opportunity for extra drilling and practice 

 
5. The Idioms section exposes learners to several idioms, which they can use in their writing and 

speaking tasks.   
  

6. The Read and Watch section not only supplements the topic but also exposes learners to the 
theme in an entertaining way. After reading the book or watching the film, learners fill in a book 
and/or film review about one of the suggested books and/or films.   

JOBS
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LISTENING TASK 
 

Mahatma Gandhi 

You are about to learn about an Indian leader who fought for the rights of India 
without using violence.    

Pre-Listening/Warmer  

Look at these pictures. In these pictures, you can see Mahatma Gandhi at different 
stages of his life, as well as two monuments dedicated to him.   

 
Ask:  How can you tell the pictures are old? What impression does Gandhi give 
you? Mahatma Gandhi has several monuments all over the world. Why do you 
think so?   
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Background information about Mahatma Gandhi.  
Gandhi was born in India. When Gandhi was 18 years old, he went to England to  
study law. After he became a lawyer, he went to the British colony of South Africa 
where he experienced laws that said people with dark skin had worse rights than 
people with light skin. He decided then to become a political activist, so he could 
help change these unfair laws.  
 
During Gandhi's life, India was a colony of the United Kingdom, but the Indians 
wanted independence. When he returned to India, he helped cause India's 
independence from British rule.  
 
People of many different religions and ethnic groups lived in British India. Many 
people thought that the country should break into separate countries so that 
different groups could have their own countries. Gandhi was a Hindu, but he liked 
ideas from many religions including Islam, Judaism and Christianity, and he 
thought that people of all religions should have the same rights and could live 
together peacefully in the same country.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://kids.kiddle.co/England
https://kids.kiddle.co/England
https://kids.kiddle.co/England
https://kids.kiddle.co/Lawyer
https://kids.kiddle.co/Lawyer
https://kids.kiddle.co/South_Africa
https://kids.kiddle.co/South_Africa
https://kids.kiddle.co/South_Africa
https://kids.kiddle.co/South_Africa
https://kids.kiddle.co/South_Africa
https://kids.kiddle.co/South_Africa
https://kids.kiddle.co/Human_skin_colour
https://kids.kiddle.co/Human_skin_colour
https://kids.kiddle.co/Human_skin_colour
https://kids.kiddle.co/Colony
https://kids.kiddle.co/Colony
https://kids.kiddle.co/Colony
https://kids.kiddle.co/United_Kingdom
https://kids.kiddle.co/United_Kingdom
https://kids.kiddle.co/United_Kingdom
https://kids.kiddle.co/United_Kingdom
https://kids.kiddle.co/Independence
https://kids.kiddle.co/Independence
https://kids.kiddle.co/Independence
https://kids.kiddle.co/Religion
https://kids.kiddle.co/Religion
https://kids.kiddle.co/Religion
https://kids.kiddle.co/Ethnic_group
https://kids.kiddle.co/Ethnic_group
https://kids.kiddle.co/Ethnic_group
https://kids.kiddle.co/Ethnic_group
https://kids.kiddle.co/Ethnic_group
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Ask:  What was Gandhi’s job? Was he intelligent? How do you think he prepared 
himself to become a good lawyer and a devoted politician? After learning all this, 
what do you think of Mahatma Gandhi? Was he in favour of unity and fairness? 
Did he believe that all of us are equal?  

 

Before listening to the text, explain the following words:  

 Hindus believe in a god called Brahman. Brahman takes on many forms that 
some Hindus worship as gods or goddesses in their own right.  
 Muslims follow the religion of Islam. The basic belief of Islam is that there 
is only one God, Allah, who is the sole and sovereign ruler of the universe.  

Useful link: https://www.hinduismfacts.org/islam-vs-hinduism/  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Listening  

Procedure  

1. Learners read the questions.   
2. Click on this link for the text http://taleinmalta.wixsite.com/elrc/audio-clips-

for-stay-at-home-packs  or read the text below. Learners listen to the text for 
the first time.  Learners may start writing if they wish to. 

3. Learners attempt to answer the questions.   
4. Play/read the text again. The text is heard for the second time.  
5. Learners try to complete all of the tasks.   
6. Learners revise answers.  

https://www.hinduismfacts.org/islam-vs-hinduism/
http://taleinmalta.wixsite.com/elrc/audio
http://taleinmalta.wixsite.com/elrc/audio
http://taleinmalta.wixsite.com/elrc/audio-clips-for-stay-at-home-packs
http://taleinmalta.wixsite.com/elrc/audio-clips-for-stay-at-home-packs
http://taleinmalta.wixsite.com/elrc/audio-clips-for-stay-at-home-packs
http://taleinmalta.wixsite.com/elrc/audio-clips-for-stay-at-home-packs
http://taleinmalta.wixsite.com/elrc/audio-clips-for-stay-at-home-packs
http://taleinmalta.wixsite.com/elrc/audio-clips-for-stay-at-home-packs
http://taleinmalta.wixsite.com/elrc/audio-clips-for-stay-at-home-packs
http://taleinmalta.wixsite.com/elrc/audio-clips-for-stay-at-home-packs
http://taleinmalta.wixsite.com/elrc/audio-clips-for-stay-at-home-packs
http://taleinmalta.wixsite.com/elrc/audio-clips-for-stay-at-home-packs
http://taleinmalta.wixsite.com/elrc/audio-clips-for-stay-at-home-packs
http://taleinmalta.wixsite.com/elrc/audio-clips-for-stay-at-home-packs
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A. Underline the correct answer.  
1. Gandhi’s father thinks his son will be a (teacher, lawyer, shopkeeper).   
2. Hindus eat (fruit, vegetables, meat).  
3. Gandhi gets married at the age of (twenty-three, thirteen, thirty-three).  
4. After leaving South Africa, Gandhi goes to (Britain, USA, India).  
5. Gandhi takes (seafood, salt, money) from the beach.  
6. Gandhi dies in (1948, 1949, 1950).   
  

B. Put these pictures in the correct order.   

 
 
C.  Match the years with the events.  

a.  1882    Mahatma Gandhi gets married.  
b.  1893    India gains Independence.  
c.   1947    The violence between Muslims and Hindus stops.  
d.   1948    Mahatma Gandhi becomes a lawyer.   
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Picture/Drawing of Mahatma Gandhi 

Post-listening  
A biography is the story of a person’s life written by someone else. Now that you 
have learned who Mahatma Gandhi was, fill in this mini-biography writing frame.   
 
Person’s Name:     

Date of Birth:    

Place of Birth:     

Jobs:    

 

 

Childhood: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

Adulthood: 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

Most famous 
for: 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Fun Facts: 
 

 
 
 

Famous Quote:  
 
 

Useful links:   
https://kids.kiddle.co/Mahatma_Gandhi 
https://www.ducksters.com/biography/mohandas_gandhi.php 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wM2UEj4p8bI  

https://kids.kiddle.co/Mahatma_Gandhi
https://kids.kiddle.co/Mahatma_Gandhi
https://www.ducksters.com/biography/mohandas_gandhi.php
https://www.ducksters.com/biography/mohandas_gandhi.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wM2UEj4p8bI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wM2UEj4p8bI
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READING TASKS  

Reading Task 1: You have certainly heard of Roald Dahl, a famous author of 
children’s books. You’ve probably read one of his books or watched a film based 
on one of them. Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, The BFG, Matilda … just to 
mention a few. Did you know that apart from being an author Roald Dahl was 
also a spy and much more?    
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1. Fill in:  
a.   Dahl’s date of birth    
b.   Dahl’s place of birth   
c.   Dahl’s sisters’ names     
d.   Dahl’s father’ cause of death   
e.   Dahl’s parents’ country of origin   
f.   Dahl’s father’s job    

  

2. Roald Dahl had bad experiences at school. Underline the FIVE-WORD 
phrase in the text which describes what used to happen to him at school.  
  
3. Inspiration happens when something moves someone to 
act, create, or feel an emotion.  
  
Miss Trunchball is the fictional headmistress of Matilda. She is 
harsh, cruel and terrorises her pupils.   
  
a. Who inspired Roald Dahl to create the character of Miss Trunchball in 
Matilda? Why?  
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________  
b. What other experience inspired Roald Dahl to write a book?   

____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________  

  
4. His English master said Roald Dahl was “quite incapable of marshalling his 
thoughts on paper…”   

What did the English master mean by those words?  

___________________________________________________________  
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5. What happened to Roald Dahl after he left school? Put the events in order. 
He was involved in a plane crash.     
Roald Dahl became an assistant air attaché (an Air Force officer who 
is part of a mission).  

  

Roald Dahl started working with Shell Oil Company.    
His son, Theo was involved in a car accident.    
Dahl became a pilot with the RAF    
Roald Dahl published his first book for children.     
Dahl spent six months in Egypt.     
Dahl started writing for the Sunday Evening Post newspaper.     
Roald Dahl moved to England with his wife Patricia Neal.     
Dahl’s daughter died of measles.    

  

6. From the text find the name of:  

a. a mythical creature          __________________________  
b. a school              __________________________  
c. a desert                      __________________________  
d. an author (apart from Roald Dahl)        __________________________  
e. a disease              __________________________  
  

7. In your own words, explain what Roald Dahl thought a writer should do, if 
he/she was going to write books for children.  

_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________  

 

8. Suggest TWO REASONS based on the text you read, that explain why Roald 
Dahl started to write stories for children.  
a. _______________________________________________________  
b. _______________________________________________________  
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Reading Task 2: Do you want to become an author or a pilot like Roald Dahl? What 
do you want to be when you grow up? Read this article.   

 

  

WHAT DO YOU WANT TO BE WHEN YOU GROW UP? 
   

 

"What do you want to be when you grow up?" is a question you will likely hear a 
lot as you're growing up. If you're not sure, review these tips and advice on how 
to consider career options and decide on what could be the best career path for 
you. And don't be concerned if you don't have a definitive answer to this question. 
After all, grownups change jobs and careers quite frequently.   

Choosing a Career   

Choosing a job or a career is one of the most important decisions of your life. If 
you’re like numerous young people, you don’t know the answer to the big “What 
do you want to be when you grow up?” question, and you’re stressed about it. 
That's even more likely to be the case if everyone you know is asking you what 
you want to do.  

Maybe you have a few ideas about what path you’d like to pursue, but you don’t 
know whether these ideas are realistic or not. Deciding on a career isn’t easy. If 
you haven’t figured it out yet, you’re not alone.  

Determine Whether Your Dream Can Be a Career  

If you’re lucky enough to have a passionate interest, it’s a good place to start 
exploring the options for what you could do. Maybe you love to sing, but you know 
that your chances of making it as a singer are slim because there’s so much 
competition. What about other jobs where you can take advantage of your 
musical talents? Maybe you could become a music teacher or perhaps a sound 
engineer.  
 

https://www.thebalancecareers.com/career-path-definition-with-examples-2059765
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/career-path-definition-with-examples-2059765
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/career-path-definition-with-examples-2059765
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/how-often-do-people-change-jobs-2060467
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/how-often-do-people-change-jobs-2060467
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/how-often-do-people-change-jobs-2060467
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How to Get Started  

1. Make a list of three to five jobs you’ve thought about. Keep in mind that you 
can always remove and add jobs from the list as you learn more about what you 
like and don't like about them.  

2. Organise the list, putting your favourites at the top. For your top three choices, 
list the positives and negatives. For example, if “veterinarian” is at the top of 
your list, a positive reason for choosing this field is that you love working with 
animals. On the negative side, it takes a lot of studying.   

3. Take some career tests. Once you get the results of your career test, you'll be 
able to compare the results to the list you made. If you find a match, it’s a good 
place to start digging deeper.   

4. Talk to a teacher or guidance counsellor. A teacher will likely have some things 
to say about your ideas and your talents. If you don’t like what the teacher has 
to say, you don’t have to follow the advice. But it won’t hurt to hear it. Talk to 
other trusted friends and family members, too.  

5. Learn more about the job by doing some online research. Some questions you 
can ask yourself, and seek answers to include. 

Try Out Some Career Options  

You can also learn more by testing out career options. You may be able to spend 
time with professionals who work at the jobs you're interested in to get the scoop 
on what they are like. Volunteering or doing an internship are other ways you 
can learn more about a role before you decide to pursue it. The more information 
you have, the easier it will be to make a decision.  

And if someone asks you what you want to be, you can answer the question 
truthfully: “I’m exploring my options."  

  
Adapted from https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-
bewhen-you-grow-up-2059788   

https://www.thebalancecareers.com/free-career-aptitude-tests-2059813
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/free-career-aptitude-tests-2059813
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/free-career-aptitude-tests-2059813
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/how-to-turn-a-volunteer-position-into-a-job-2062644
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/how-to-turn-a-volunteer-position-into-a-job-2062644
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/how-to-turn-a-volunteer-position-into-a-job-2062644
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/how-to-find-an-internship-2061073
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/how-to-find-an-internship-2061073
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/how-to-find-an-internship-2061073
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
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1. This article is an online article. How can you tell? Give ONE reason.   

_________________________________________________________  

  

2. a. This online article is meant to (give information on how to find jobs, identify                                 
jobs suitable for pupils, encourage pupils to find a job in summer).  

     b. The phrase “your chances of making it as a singer are slim” means (you need  
to lose weight to be a singer, it is not easy to become a singer, you have a good 
chance of becoming a singer).  
 

3 The article has lots of advice on how to choose a future career. List THREE 
pieces of advice found in the text.   
a. _______________________________________________________  
b. _______________________________________________________  
c. _______________________________________________________  

  
4 Underline the sentence in the text, which means that doing something would 

not be harmful and might even be helpful.   
  
5 Underline the FOUR-WORD idiom which means to receive information.  
  
6 Which ONE WORD in the article means that the article was changed and made 

more recent? _________________  
  
7 Match the words found in the text with their meaning.   

a.  review    worried or uncomfortable about something  
b. concerned    a person who gives advice  
c. pursue    when a student works for a period of time to gain 

practical experience 
d. passionate    to look at or study again  
e. counsellor    spending some of your free time helping others  
f. volunteering    follow  
g.  internship     a strong feeling or emotion  
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8. The “How to Get Started” section suggests many ways which can help you 
choose a career. Look at the table. In the first column make a list of 3-5 jobs that 
interest you. In the second column put them in order of preference.    

  
 Jobs you are interested in  Jobs you are interested in, in order of 

preference  
1    1    
2    2    
3    3    
4    4    
5    5    

  

Pick your number one favourite job and make a list of pros (advantages) and cons 
(disadvantages). You might need to ask your parents and teacher for some advice. 
Good luck!  
 
Pros of becoming a ______________  Cons of becoming a _____________  
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SPEAKING TASKS  

Speaking Task 1 – Interview  

Professor Charmaine Gauci is the Superintendent of Public Health 
within the Ministry for Health in Malta. She has been giving the 
nation constant updates on the Covid-19 situation in Malta. At the 
end of the press conference, a pack of journalists starts asking her 
several questions.   
  
  

Imagine you are one of the journalists.  Write a set of questions you would like 
to ask her. Maybe you would like to know:  

-more about her job?   
-what her aspirations were when she was young?    
-how she feels at this point in her career?   
-what subjects she studied to become a doctor?   
-if she had other jobs?  
-what challenges she faces every day?  
-what inspires her?   
  
 Brainstorm what you would like to know.   
 Write it down.   
 Form suitable questions.   

 
 
Remember to ask questions 
that do not require a yes or no 
answer. The questions should 
encourage the person being 
interviewed to talk freely and to 
answer in detailed sentences. 
These question starters can 
help you.   
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 Speaking Task 2 – Compare and Contrast   

 
  
Say: “Look carefully at these two pictures and I will ask you some questions 
about them.”   
- How are these two pictures alike?   
- How are they different?   
- Name some challenges that the people in the first picture face in their job.   
- Name some challenges that the people in the second picture face in their job.  
- What kind of training would the people in the first picture need for their job?  
- What kind of training would the people in the second picture need for their job? 
- What do you want to become when you grow up? Why?   
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Speaking Task 3 – Discussion   

Read the questions thoroughly, research the topic on the card and think critically. 
Afterwards you can share and discuss your opinion with your family and friends.  

Legally primary school pupils can’t work but most pupils can handle some 
responsibility. Some “jobs” can be fun (e.g. watering the plants) while others 
involve more responsibility and the safety of others (e.g. dog walking).  
 

How can you be responsible at home and around your community? 
What duties or jobs can you have? 

 
    

 
 
The Reading Task and this picture can 
give you plenty of ideas.  
 
 
 

Useful :https://www.thebalancecareers.com/jobsfor-12-year-olds-2085432   
 

Remember that a good discussion needs to meet the following success criteria. 

Make sure you can tick all the following   _______  .  
I stuck to the time-limit (5 minutes).              

I understood the topic well and discussed it in full.   

I organised my ideas and provided examples to support my views.   

I was completely prepared for the discussions.    

I maintained eye contact with my listeners/the camera.   

I spoke clearly and pronounced words correctly.   

https://www.thebalancecareers.com/jobs-for-12-year-olds-2085432
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/jobs-for-12-year-olds-2085432
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/jobs-for-12-year-olds-2085432
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/jobs-for-12-year-olds-2085432
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/jobs-for-12-year-olds-2085432
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/jobs-for-12-year-olds-2085432
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/jobs-for-12-year-olds-2085432
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/jobs-for-12-year-olds-2085432
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/jobs-for-12-year-olds-2085432
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/jobs-for-12-year-olds-2085432
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/jobs-for-12-year-olds-2085432
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/jobs-for-12-year-olds-2085432
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The writing frame and 
word mat can help you.  

    

  

  

  

WRITING TASKS  

For templates and guidelines, please refer to the Writing Resource Pack via this 
link:  
https://curriculum.gov.mt/en/new_syllabi/Documents/Yr03_to_Yr06_English/
English_Level_5_Writing_Genre_Resource_Pack_2020_v2.pdf  

Short Writing Task – A message to say thank you 

During the Covid-19 lockdown, you have been told to stay home and be safe. In 
the meantime, many people were trying to help you and support you. Your 
parents or guardians, your teacher, your headmaster or headmistress, doctors 
and nurses, the delivery person who delivers your orders at your doorstep …  All 
these people deserve a big THANK YOU. 

Choose a person who has 
been there for you and write 
him or her a short message to 
thank him/her.  

https://curriculum.gov.mt/en/new_syllabi/Documents/Yr03_to_Yr06_English/English_Level_5_Writing_Genre_Resource_Pack_2020_v2.pdf
https://curriculum.gov.mt/en/new_syllabi/Documents/Yr03_to_Yr06_English/English_Level_5_Writing_Genre_Resource_Pack_2020_v2.pdf
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 Phrases you can use: 
 You’re the best.  
 I’m humbled and 

grateful.  
 You knocked me off 

my feet!  
 My heart is still 

smiling.  
 Your  

thoughtfulness is a 
gift I will always 
treasure.  

 Sometimes the 
simplest things 
mean the most.  

 You made my day.  
 I’m touched beyond 

words.  
 All I can say is 

wow! (Except, of 
course, I’m 
grateful.)  

  
 My heart just keeps 

thanking you and 
thanking you.  

 You’re a blessing to 
me.  

 Thank you for being 
my angel.  

 This has been a 
challenging time, 
and I appreciate 
you so much.  

 You have no idea 
how much your help 
has meant.  

 For all the little and 
big ways you’ve 
pitched in…thanks!  

 There was nothing 
random about your 
acts of kindness. 

  Thank you for all     
you have done.  

 
 I can never thank 

you enough. But 
this is a start.  

 You always know 
how to make life 
brighter for 
everyone you know.  

 I can’t possibly 
repay you.  

 You are always so 
helpful.  

 You make the world 
a nicer place.  

 You went above and 
beyond, and I am 
touched and 
grateful.  

 You took common 
courtesy to an 
uncommon level.  

 We’re so grateful 
for your help.  

Closing phrases you can use:  
 Warmly,  
 Love,  
 With love,  
 Lots of love,  
 Love always,  
 Much love to you,  
 Love and thanks,  
 Warmest thanks,  
 Beyond grateful,    

 Feeling spoiled,  
 Gratefully,  
 With gratitude,  
 Blessings,  
 God bless,  
 God bless you,  
 God bless you now and always,  



  

22  
  

When you  are 
ready, go through 
the success 
criteria for writing 
a message and 
make sure you can 
tick them all.   

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
Long Writing Task - Biography  
  
Think of a famous person (e.g. a person you admire, an actor, a writer, a doctor, 
a scientist, an astronaut, a queen, a footballer, a singer …). Learn more about this 
person by doing some research about him/her. Write a biography about this 
person.   

  

Note: The information in a biography is organised into sub-headings (like a 
report). A biography consists of facts (true statements) and not opinions.   

  
The writing model of a biography on the next page can help you.  
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This word mat can help you.  
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This writing frame can guide you.   

Make sure you have ticked all 
the success criteria for 
writing a biography. 
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LITERATURE TASK  

Pre-Reading/Warmer Task:   
  
In the picture you can see a shop.   
 What kind of shop is it? (antique shop)   
 What does it sell?  
 Have you ever been to a shop like it?  
 What kind of customers would visit such a shop?  
 Look carefully again at this picture. Your mother’s birthday is round the 

corner. What would you get her from this shop? 
  

 
You are going to read Scene 1 of a play called The New Assistant by Donn Byrne.  

A scene is part of an act in a play. Before you read Scene 1, let’s go through the 
different features of a play.  
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A play consists of:  

acts, scenes, stage directions, setting description, props, names of characters 
written in bold and on the left-hand side, a fresh new line whenever a new 
character speaks, sometimes a colon between the character’s name and what he 
or she says, no speech marks, stage directions written in italics and are within 
brackets.  

 
Using pencil and ruler, match the following features as seen in this script.  
 

 

a. title of play  
 

b. stage directions  
 

c. props  
 

d. names of characters  
 

e. scene  
 

f. setting description  
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Main Task: Read Scene 1. Act it out. Then work out the exercise.  
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1. Circle True (T) or False (F). 

a. Three characters take part in Scene 1.     T F 
b. During this scene, two customers come into the shop.  T F 
c. Mr Higgins is helping Tom understand his job duties.  T F 
d. Mr Higgins wants to sell the silver pot for the cost of £50. T F 
e. At the end of the scene, Mr Higgins exits the stage.  T F 

 
2. How will Tom know the real price of the objects?  

 
_________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Underline the SIX-WORD phrase, which shows that Mr. Higgins has been doing 
this job for a very long time.  
 

4. At the end of the scene, Mr. Higgins gives Tom some advice. What is it? 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Why? _____________________________________________________ 

 
5. Do you like Mr. Higgins?      Yes/No  

Why? _____________________________________________________ 
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Post-Reading Task: What do you think happens in Scene 2? Come up with your 
own version of Scene 2.  This writing frame can help you.  

 
 
  

FOLLOW UP ACTIVITIES 
 
Learning Apps: Play this Guessing the Job game by clicking on 
https://learningapps.org/5932195   
 
Play this Who wants to be a Millionaire? game? by clicking on  
https://learningapps.org/2326720   

2 

https://learningapps.org/5932195
https://learningapps.org/5932195
https://learningapps.org/2326720
https://learningapps.org/2326720
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IDIOMS 
 

IDIOM MEANING EXAMPLE SENTENCE 

get the sack to be fired 
I just got the sack. I have three 
hours to pack up my things and 
leave the office.  

off the hook free from obligation 
Jason said he’d finish the project 
tonight, so you’re off the hook.  

learn the ropes 
become more familiar 

with a job 

It will take me several months to 
learn the ropes, but I’m sure I will 
learn how to do my job well.  

hanging by a 
thread 

in great danger of 
elimination or failure 

Your job is hanging by a thread. 
You really need to improve.  

burn the candle 
at both ends work very long hours 

I’ve been working two jobs I’m very 
tired. I’m burning the candle at 
both ends.  

pink slip 
dismissed from 

employment 
After teaching for ten years, I got 
the pink slip last Tuesday.  

out of work unemployed 
I’ve been out of work since 
December. Hope I find a new job 
soon!  

 
move up the 

world 

 
become successful You’re driving a BMW now. I can 

see you’re moving up in the world.  
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Task 1: Imagine you are 18-year old Alex. You started working part-time this 
summer as a beach supervisor. Send a brief message to your aunty Lora to tell her 
about your job situation. Use some of the idioms in the table.    

____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________  
  

Task 2: Idioms Charades  

Write each idiom on a piece of paper. Pick one but keep it a secret from the other 
players. Act it out. The other players must guess the idiom from your actions. 
Finally invert the roles and try to guess the idioms yourself.   

READ AND WATCH 

In this pack we have read mini-biographies of several popular people. Use the 
Internet to look up the biography of your favourite idol.   

You can also read some books by Roald Dahl and then watch the film adaptations 
of his books. See how they are inspired by true events in Roald Dahl’s life.  

There are plenty of biographies that you can watch.  Here are a few.  
 

 
 

Fill in a Book Review and/or Film Review about one of the suggested books/films.   
.   
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MATERIAL TAKEN/ADAPTED FROM: 

https://www.twinkl.com.mt/  
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-
growup-2059788 https://kids.kiddle.co/Mahatma_Gandhi  
40 Listening Activities for Lower-Level Class by Scholastic Reading 
Comprehension 5  by Louis Fidge.  
  

ANSWERS 

Listening Task   

A.  1. lawyer   2. meat 3. thirteen   4. India  5. salt  6. 1948  

B. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C. 

  

   

 Reading Task 1  
1 a. 13th September 1916  b. Llandaff, Wales   c. Astri, Asta     

d. Norway      e. woodcarver  

2 was often “canned” for bad behaviour  

https://www.twinkl.com.mt/
https://www.twinkl.com.mt/
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/what-do-you-want-to-be-when-you-grow-up-2059788
https://kids.kiddle.co/Mahatma_Gandhi
https://kids.kiddle.co/Mahatma_Gandhi
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3 a. the Latin teacher, Captain Hardcastle   
b. When Roald attended Repton Public School, he was asked to be a chocolate 
tester for a famous chocolate company.  

4 He wasn’t able to write down his thoughts.   
5   

  
  
  
  
 
  
 
 
6 a. troll     b. Repton Public School/St. Peters School/Weston-Super-Mare                             

c. Western Desert   d. C. S. Forester  e. measles/pneumonia   
7 A writer should try act and feel like a child to understand how the child feels. 
8 His mother was a great story teller./His school experiences inspired him./ His 

flying experiences inspired him. /He used to tell stories to his own children and 
they enjoyed them.  
 

 Reading Task 2  

1 The article has tabs./You can share the article./The article has a search 
bar./There is the article’s url at the top of the page and at the bottom of the 
page.  

2 a. give information on how to find jobs           
  b. it is not easy to become a singer  
3 Take advantage of your interests./Make a list of three to five jobs you have 

thought about./Organise the list of jobs starting with your favourite./Take some 
career tests./Talk to a teacher or guidance counsellor./Learn more about the 
job by doing some online research./Spend time with people on their job. 
/Volunteer or do an internship.  

4 but it won’t hurt to hear it   
5 to get the scoop   
6 updated 
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7 
  

  

 

 

 Literature Task  

1  a. T  b. F   c. T   d.  F   e. T  
2 Mr. Higgins has marked the price in very small numbers on the objects. 
3 I’ve sold them all my life.  
4    He tells him not to sell if he is not sure because he does not want Tom to sell 

an item without making a profit.  
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READING FOR PLEASURE  

 
Don’t forget to read for at least 20 minutes a day. 

 
Some free eBooks are available on the following sites: 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/  
http://www.storiesfromtheweb.org/earlyyears/sfw07_stories.asp  

http://www.littlegiraffes.com/storyprops1.html  
http://www.storyplace.org/preschool/other.asp  

http://www.priorywoods.middlesbrough.sch.uk/kidsonly/story/story.htm  
http://www.schoolexpress.com/storytime.php   

http://www.storylineonline.net  
 https://www.worldbookday.com/  

 
If you want someone to read to you, you can go online and choose a story from: 

https://www.storylineonline.net/  
 

Teachers and Parents, for more resources, you can visit: 
http://taleinmalta.wixsite.com/elrc/resources  

 
the official curriculum website: 

https://curriculum.gov.mt/en/Pages/Home.aspx 
 

the Digital Resources tab: 
https://curriculum.gov.mt/en/digital_resources/Pages/Primary-

EnglishResources.aspx  
 

the central front-facing resource lesson and activity information hub for all 
curricular matters: 

https://teleskola.mt 
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